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Father Richard Blake,
S.J., wrnting in the current 1s-
sue of Studies in the Spiritual-
ity of Jesuits (Jan. 2002) high-
lights the influence that city
life had i the very formula-
tion of Ignatian spirituality.

Blake maintains that
there has been a tendency
over the years to separate the
giving of retreats and other
spiritual exercises from the
hustle and bustle of urban life.
He points to the fact that Spir-
itual Exercises were usually
given 1n the ordmary Jesuit
houses which almost always
were right in the muddle of
town. Perhaps more than any
other spiritual writer, Ignatius
msisted on the possibility of
truly “finding God 1n all
things.” What that meant was
finding him (or, perhaps bet-
ter, God finding you!) pre-
cisely i the day-to-day activi-
ties and contexts of real life.

Discovering God 1n
one’s day, where one 1s,
reality, 1s exactly the thrust of

Praying in the Big City

St. Ignatius’™ most distinctive
contribution to the ensemble of
Christian prayer forms, namely,
the examination of conscious-
ness. Through self-knowledge,
a pure intention and motives
rooted m love and not in the
quest for power or other unwor-
thy desires, one can remain
united to the Lord in the sim-
plest and most sublime activities
of daily life.

The custom of doing
spiritual exercises In retreat
houses located out in the coun-
try or m 1dyllic settings arose
several decades after the death
of Ignatius. Certainly this was
not a bad development, nor 1s

Father Blake saying that we
should close all retreat houses
m the name of authenticity!
He 1s saying that care must be
taken not to separate spiritual-
ity and prayer from everyday
life as 1t 1s.

The Loyola Institute’s
model retrieves something of
St. Ignatius’ spirit though 1its
mobility and option not to run
its activities out of a residential
retreat center. Most of LIS’s
work takes place m urban con-
texts, in parishes, schools, and
community agencies, and only
occasionally m traditional re-
treat centers. This 1s bringing
spirituality back into the city,
especially the mner-city and
the barrios. This approach
spreads the gift of Christian
prayer to heavily urbanized
and marginalized groups like
the Hispanics and the poor.
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% The Loyola Institute for Spirituality,

S by spiritually enpowering peopl e,
LI S provi des uni que opportunities for spiritual
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ways that are

a Jesuit mnistry, responds to the spiri-
tual hunger of our tines

especially the laity, in church and society.
experiences and formation in



On the Road %%

Yet another busy Lenten Season comes to an end. And as LIS unwinds from all
the travel, we once again reflect on the blessings of the work that we do and the
many new friends and connections made. Our mission calls us to bring Ignatian
Spirituality to the people, but our experience is reciprocated with all that we
learn about ourselves, the people, and the spiritual hunger out there. A very
special “thank you” to each and every one of the parishes that welcomed us so
warmly and opened their hearts to what we have to share.
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New to our librar

Thirty Days on Retreat with the Exercises of St. Ignatius
By Paul Mariani
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with ThE A profound and multifaceted spiritual memoir, framed by the time-honored
. Jesuit practice of guided prayer and reflection, Thirty Days viscerally and
practically introduces the reader to the five-hundred-year-old Spiritual Exer-
cises of St. Ignatius. This is the story of a husband, father, teacher, poet,
biographer, and pilgrim who leaves home in mid-winter in hopes of confronting
his past and finding his life’s direction.

Penguin Putnam Inc. (ISBN 0-670-89455-9)



HELP!

Fiscal year 2001-2002 is quickly drawing to a close
and [ must report that LIS has fallen short of its goal
for this year’s Annual Fund. We have collected
$33,000 of the $45,000 projected in our budget.

This has been a difficult year with 9/11, the declin-
ing economy and other disasters, but it is still not
too late to make a donation, even if you have already
done so, to help us reach the goal. No gift is too
small. Included is an envelope for your conve-
nience. And, don’t forget to pray for LIS as we do
for you.

Thank you, s Q’D ; /}
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N  Activities Grow and Exemplify
Our Way of Working

The year 2001-2002 is turning out to be a banner year for LIS.
Here is the data for some of our services:

Conferences 31
‘Workshops 21
Days of Prayer 35
Retreats 19
Parish Missions/Retreats 14

These activites are made possible through the hard work of the
four Jesuit Fathers on the the staff but also more and more
through LIS’s growing partnership with lay colleagues and
associates who generously share their expertise with our staff to
make these good things happen.

The LIS model for promoting spirituality stresses the identifi-
cation, training and mentoring of laity who desire to share
their skills and talents with others. This model also values
cross-cultural outreach. Accordingly, about half of these activi-
ties were offered in Spanish or in bilingual formats, with a few
also in the Vietnamese language or cultural contexts.
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Upcom ng Events

May 4 Finding God in Daily Life with Wlkie Au
First Anerican Financial Corporation, Santa Ana
10:00 aam - 4:00 p.m
$35 (incl. continental breakfast and | unch)

June 4 Board of Conpani ons Meeting
4:00 - 6:00 p.m
LIS Rosita Diaz Conference Room

July LIS turns 5!

July 25-28 Coming to Love: A Spirituality of Relationship
Ignatian Spirituality Conference
St. Louis University, St. Louis MO
www. sl u. edu/ conf erences/i sc

July 31 Feast of St. Ignatius Loyola

August 11-18 8 Day CQuided Directed Retreat
Mary & Joseph Retreat Center, Rancho Pal os Verdes
* in English (direction available in Spanish and Viet-
nanese)
$400 per person (single room
Regi strati on Deadl i ne: August 5
Contact: Sr. Julia at (310) 377-4867 x: 256 or
regi strar @maryj oseph.org
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IEl trabajo de LIS va en aumento!

El ano 2001 al 2002 se ha tornado en uno lleno de actividades para LIS y podemos
catalogarlas dentro de una de estas cinco categorl'as:

Conferencias 31
Talleres 21
Dias de oracion 35
Retiros 19

Retiros parroquiales/ misiones 14

Es importante que nos demos cuenta que estas actividades han sido posibles gracias al
arduo trabajo de nuestros cuatro sacerdotes jesuitas, pero también a la colaboracion de nuestros
colaboradores y asociados. Personas como la hermana Jean Schultz, S.P., Dolores Martinez,
Marta Castaneda , Lisa Nollette, Myrna Larson, y Humberto y Julia Ramirez, quienes generosa-

mente comparten su experiencia y junto con nuestros sacerdotes, hacen posible que sucedan

buenas cosas.

‘ ’ El modelo bajo el cual trabaja LIS promoviendo la espiritualidad,

Ny

es mediante la identificacion, entrenamiento y capacitacion de laicos

=4 comprometidos, quienes deseen compartir sus habilidades y talentos con
otras personas. Esta forma de trabajo tambien valora el alcance bicultural.
Casi la mitad de estas actividades son en espanol o en formato bilingﬁe.

Algunas de ellas se han ofrecido en vietnamita, o bajo diferentes contex-

tos culturales.

i Necesitamos su ayuda! &

Kl ano fiscal 2001-2002 esta llegando rapidamente a su cierre y ﬁ {‘?
necesitamos reportar que LIS no ha alcanzado su meta para este ano

de $45,000 dl. Hemos recaudado tnicamente $33,000 de los $45,000

proyectados en nuestro presupuesto.

Sabemos que con la tragedia del 11 de septiembre, este ha sido un ano dificil para todos con
el desplome de la economia, y otros desastres, pero atiin hay tiempo para enviar su contribu-
cion. Ninguna donacion es demasiado pequena. jAyudenos a llegar a nuestra meta! Adjunto
encontrara un sobre para su conveniencia. Y no se olviden de rezar por LIS, que nosotros
siempre los tenemos presentes en nuestras oraciones.

iGracias!



Rezando en | a gran ciudad

El P. R chard Blake, S.J. escribe
en el numero actual de “Estudios en |la
Espiritualidad de |os Jesuitas” (Enero
del 2002) extractos de | o mas inportante
que la influencia de la vida citadina
tuvo en la forrmulacién de la Espiritualidad
| gnaci ana.
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Bl ake sostiene que, con el transcurso de |os
afos, ha habido una tendencia de separar |os
retiros y otros ejercicios espirituales, del ir
venir de la vida de ciudad. El apunta el hecho de
que los Ejercicios Espirituales se daban general -
nmente en casas jesuitas, |as cuales se encontraban
en nmedio de la ciudad. Quiza nas que cual quier otro

~
escritor sobre espiritualidad, lgnacio insistia en I r]| g)()

| a posibilidad de “encontrar verdaderanente a Di os "
en todas las cosas”. Lo que significa que,

encontrar a Dios, (o nejor aun, jqué Dos te

encuentre a ti!) esta precisanente en el contexto .

del diario vivir. seguia al Es-

Descubrir a Dios en la vida de cada persona, prritu
donde uno se encuentra, en su realidad, es no se |le ade-
preci sanmente la contribucion nmas original que San | ant aba.
Ignacio aporté a las diversas fornas de oracioén De q
cristiana; |lamandole, el examen, o exanen de este modo
conciencia. A través de | a propia experiencia, una era conduci do con
intencion pura y reflexidén arraigada en el anor, suavi dad a donde

y no en | a busca de poder o de deseos nenos di gnos,

uno puede permanecer unido al Sefior en las mas no sabia

sencillas, y a la vez, sublines actividades de |la Poco a poco se le

vida diaria. abria el cam no
La costunbre de hacer ejercicios espiritual es y lo {ba recor-

en casas de retiro ubicadas en el canmpo o en |as ri endo

afueras de | a ciudad, se dio varias décadas después sabi ament e

de la nuerte de Ignacio. jCertanente, este no fue . ¢

un nmal adel anto, y tampoco nos dice el P. Blake que ' ghorant e,

deberianpbs de cerrar todas |as casas de retiro en puesto sencilla-

nonbre de la autenticidad! El sinplenente nos estéa ment e

di ci endo, que el cuidado de la espiritualidad y |a su cor azén
oraci on, deben formar parte de |la vida cotidiana _
tal cual es. en Cristo.

___________________________________________________________________________|
s Nuestra M si on

El Instituto Loyola para la Espiritualidad es un ministerio jesuita que responde a la crisis de valores espirituales en el mundo actual.
| Con un enfoque especial en el laicado, busca crear un liderazgo espiritual eficaz, que transforme la iglesia y la sociedad. LIS provee
Seigrro® oportunidades tnicas para la formacion y enriquecimiento espiritual, con una estrategia colaborativa y flexible, con capacidad de
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movilidad, y en un contexto multicultural y ecuménico.



